Chapter IX
WAR
T^VERY road towards a better state of society is
Hi blocked, sooner or later, by war, by threats of
war, by preparations for war. That is the truth, the
odious and inescapable truth, that emerges, plain for all
to see, from the discussions contained in the preceding
chapters.
Let us very briefly consider the nature of war, the causes
of war and the possible alternatives to war, the methods
of curing the mania of militarism afflicting the world at
the present time.1
I. Nature of War
(i) War is a purely human phenomenon. The lower'
animals fight duels in the heat of sexual excitement and
kill for food and occasionally for sport. But the activities
of a wolf eating a sheep or a cat playing with a mouse
are no more war-like than the activities of butchers and
fox-hunters. Similarly, fights between hungry dogs or
rutting stags are like pot-house quarrels and have nothing
in common with war, which is mass murder organized in
cold blood. Some social insects, it is true, go out to fight
in armies; but their attacks are always directed against
members of another species. Man is unique in organizing
the mass murder of his own species.
1 Certain passages in this chapter are reprinted with little alteration
from articles contributed to An Encyclopaedia of Pacifism (London,
1937).
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